
SDG 02:  

ZERO HUNGER 



End extreme poverty. Fight inequality and injustice. Fix climate 

change. Whoa. The Global Goals are important, world-changing objec-

tives that will require cooperation among governments, international 

organizations and world leaders. It seems impossible that the average 

person can make an impact. Should you just give up? 

No! Change starts with you! 

On 1 January 2016, the 17 Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) of 

the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development — adopted by world 

leaders in September 2015 at an historic UN Summit — officially 

came into force.  

http://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/sustainable-development-goals/
http://www.un.org/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=A/RES/70/1&Lang=E


Goal 02: Facts and figures 

• Globally, one in nine people in the world today (795 mil-

lion) are undernourished 

• The vast majority of the world’s hungry people live in developing 

countries, where 12.9 per cent of the population is undernour-

ished. 

• Asia is the continent with the most hungry people – two thirds of 

the total. The percentage in southern Asia has fallen in recent 

years but in western Asia it has increased slightly. 

• Southern Asia faces the greatest hunger burden, with about 281 

million undernourished people. In sub-Saharan Africa, projections 

for the 2014-2016 period indicate a rate of undernourishment of 

almost 23 per cent. 

• Poor nutrition causes nearly half (45 per cent) of deaths in chil-

dren under five – 3.1 million children each year. 

• One in four of the world’s children suffer stunted growth. In devel-

oping countries the proportion can rise to one in three. 

• 66 million primary school-age children attend classes hungry 

across the developing world, with 23 million in Africa alone. 



GOAL 02: Targets 

• By 2020, maintain the genetic diversity of seeds, cultivated plants 

and farmed and domesticated animals and their related wild spe-

cies, including through soundly managed and diversified seed and 

plant banks at the national, regional and international levels, and 

promote access to and fair and equitable sharing of benefits arising 

from the utilization of genetic resources and associated traditional 

knowledge, as internationally agreed. 

• Increase investment, including through enhanced international co-

operation, in rural infrastructure, agricultural research and exten-

sion services, technology development and plant and livestock gene 

banks in order to enhance agricultural productive capacity in devel-

oping countries, in particular least developed countries. 

• Correct and prevent trade restrictions and distortions in world agri-

cultural markets, including through the parallel elimination of all 

forms of agricultural export subsidies and all export measures with 

equivalent effect, in accordance with the mandate of the Doha De-

velopment Round. 

• Adopt measures to ensure the proper functioning of food commodity 

markets and their derivatives and facilitate timely access to market 

information, including on food reserves, in order to help limit ex-

treme food price volatility. 

• By 2030, end hunger and ensure access by all people, in particular 

the poor and people in vulnerable situations, including infants, to 

safe, nutritious and sufficient food all year round. 



GOAL 02: Targets 

• By 2030, double the agricultural productivity and incomes of small-
scale food producers, in particular women, indigenous peoples, fam-
ily farmers, pastoralists and fishers, including through secure and 
equal access to land, other productive resources and inputs, 
knowledge, financial services, markets and opportunities for value 
addition and non-farm employment. 

• By 2030, ensure sustainable food production systems and imple-
ment resilient agricultural practices that increase productivity and 
production, that help maintain ecosystems, that strengthen capaci-
ty for adaptation to climate change, extreme weather, drought, 
flooding and other disasters and that progressively improve land 
and soil quality. 

• By 2030, end all forms of malnutrition, including achieving, by 

2025, the internationally agreed targets on stunting and wasting in 

children under 5 years of age, and address the nutritional needs of 

adolescent girls, pregnant and lactating women and older persons. 





Since 2014, the global prevalence of undernourishment (chronic food 

insecurity) has remained virtually unchanged at slightly below 9 per 

cent. However, the total number of people going hungry has slowly 

increased for several consecutive years. Almost 690 million people 

were undernourished in 2019, up by nearly 60 million from 2014. 

Eliminating hunger alone will not ensure that everyone has access to 

sufficient nutritious food. An estimated 25.9 per cent of the global 

population – 2 billion people – were affected by moderate or severe 

food insecurity in 2019, an increase from 22.4 per cent in 2014.  

Those facing severe food insecurity – around 750 million people – tend 

to run out of food and, at worst, go a day, or days, without eating. The 

recent increase in food insecurity was primarily due to worsening sit-

uations in sub-Saharan Africa and Latin America. The estimates for 

2016–2019 also indicate that food insecurity was higher among adult 

women than men in every region. 

Along with conflict, climate shocks and the locust crisis, COVID-19 

poses an additional threat to food systems, indirectly reducing pur-

chasing power and the capacity to produce and distribute food, which 

affects the most vulnerable populations.  

In 2020, up to 132 million more people may suffer from undernourish-

ment because of COVID-19. 



 



 



 



 





 



WILL YOU  JOIN  
THE CHALENGE? 



“This document has been prepared for the European Commis-

sion however it reflects the views only of the authors, and the 

Commission cannot be held responsible for any use which may 

be made of the information contained therein.” 

To a hungry 

person, every  

bitter food is sweet.  

When the preferable 

is not available,  

the available  

becomes preferable! 




